
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SCR 8419

As Passed House:
March 3, 2004

Brief Description:  Creating a joint select committee on health disparities.

Sponsors:  By Senators Franklin, Deccio, Thibaudeau, Keiser, T. Sheldon, McAuliffe and Kohl-
Welles.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Health Care:  2/26/04 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed House:  3/3/04, Adopted.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Creates a joint select committee to address health disparities in Washington.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE

Majority Report:  Do pass.  Signed by 11 members:  Representatives Cody, Chair; Morrell,
Vice Chair; Bailey, Ranking Minority Member; Alexander, Campbell, Clibborn, Darneille,
Moeller, Rodne, Schual-Berke and Skinner.

Minority Report:  Do not pass.  Signed by 1 member:  Representative Benson.

Staff:  Chris Blake (786-7392).

Background:

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), members of racial and
ethnic minority groups tend to have poorer health and a higher frequency of premature death
than Caucasians.  The CDC attributes these differences to a combination of genetic variations,
environmental factors, and specific health behaviors.

In May 2001, the Washington State Board of Health issued a report on health disparities in
Washington which made similar findings to the CDC as to the occurrence of disease and
premature death among racial and ethnic minorities in the state.  The report made several
recommendations to address these findings including:

• Collecting data on the racial and ethnic composition of various professions;
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• Establishing guidelines for programs that seek to increase the number of minority health
care workers;

• Facilitating the training and credentialing of minorities with prior health care experience;
• Encouraging the use of Graduate Medical Education funds to diversify the health care

workforce;
• Developing a report card to assess the diversity of the health care workforce; and
• Coordinating health care workforce diversity efforts among public and private entities.

Summary of Bill:

A joint select committee is created to identify ways to improve health care status and address
health disparities among women and in communities of color.  Specifically, the committee
must consider the impact of early childhood development programs on reducing health
disparities; barriers to gender-appropriate and culturally and linguistically appropriate health
care; ways to increase the number of women and people of different racial and ethnic
backgrounds in the health care workforce; ways to encourage the review of the racial and
ethnic composition of the health care workforce; and the impact of reductions in health care
expenditures on women and communities of color.

The committee is comprised of four members of the House of Representatives and four
members of the Senate.  Members shall come from committees with jurisdiction over health
care and education issues.  Members of the American Indian Health Commission, the
Commission on African-American Affairs, the Commission on Asian-Pacific American
Affairs, and the Commission on Hispanic Affairs are to provide input in the process.  The
recommendations of the committee are to be submitted to the Legislature by November 1,
2005.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Testimony For:  This resolution will encourage solutions to the problem of disparities
affecting the health status of racial and ethnic minority populations and newer immigrant
populations.  The resolution will help assure greater access to health care services for all
populations.

Testimony Against:  None.

Persons Testifying:  (In support) Senator Franklin, prime sponsor; Dr. Maxine Hayes,
Department of Health; Kevin Glacken-Coley, Children's Alliance; Gwendalyn Sanders,
National Association of Social Workers; Kim Moore, Health Workforce Diversity Network;
Marianne Seifert, Washington State Board of Health; and Greg Pierce, Washington Dental
Service Foundation.
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Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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